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The idea for this book derives from the 2012 Minding Animals Conference, which was the 
largest international conference in the field of Animal Studies in history and drew more than 500 
participants. Both editors and many of the contributing authors (Singer, Korsgaard, Belshaw, 
Cochrane, Kaldewaij) were speakers at this conference, which took place at Utrecht University, 
the Netherlands. One of the editors (Višak) was one of the conference organizers.  

The book explores the ethics of killing animals. Trillions of animals are killed each year for 
human consumption. Many of them have been created for this purpose. It is broadly accepted, at 
least in theory, that animals deserve our moral consideration and that we ought to take their 
welfare into account. In spite of growing welfare concerns, the routine killing of animals for 
relatively trivial reasons, such as gustatory pleasure, seems to be broadly accepted. But doesn’t 
killing harm the animal by taking away his or her future welfare? Is there anything wrong with 
killing an animal, provided that it is done humanely? Does it matter whether the animal has been 
created with this very purpose in mind? Do animals have a moral right to life and should they 
have a legal right to life? This edited volume provides a systematic overview of the ethics of 
killing animals. It provides the most cutting-edge rival positions in the fields of value theory, 
normative and applied ethics and political philosophy on the death and killing of animals, 
featuring many internationally renowned experts.  

 

Market 

The book is aimed principally at academics and advanced level students interested in animals 
across a variety of disciplines such as Philosophy, Biology, Veterinary Science, Political Studies, 
and Law. The quickly growing academic trans-discipline of Animal Studies will also provide a 
market for this book. Furthermore, it will also appeal to people working with animals such as 
veterinarians and people working in animal shelters, animal laboratories, zoos and sanctuaries. It 
is also aimed at people working for governmental or non-governmental animal protection 
organizations, such as HSUS, PETA, the RSPCA and WSPA, and at the broad range of non-
professional animal advocates and activists. The book will also be of interest to lay people 
interested in animals, the human-animal relationship and animal rights, as well as to people who 
are interested in ethical vegetarianism and veganism. 

 

 

 



Why this book? 

This is the first book in animal ethics that systematically brings together analyses in the fields of 
value theory, normative and applied ethics, and political philosophy on the issue of killing 
animals. It addresses questions such as ‘Does painless killing harm an animal?’, ‘Can coming into 
existence harm or benefit an animal?’, ‘Is killing animals morally acceptable?’, ‘Should animals 
have the legal right to life? and ‘What follows from accepting that animals have an interest in 
continued life?’ Throughout the book these theoretical considerations are related to current 
practices in which animals are created and/or killed.  

 

Chapter Overview 

Animal Ethics :  Li fe ,  Death and Wel fare  
Edited by Tatjana Višak and Robert Garner 
 
Foreword (Peter Singer) 
Introduction (Tatjana Višak and Robert Garner)  
 
I. Animals and the harm of death  
 

1. Killing as a welfare issue (T.J. Kasperbauer & Peter Sandøe)  
2. Death, pain and animal life (Christopher Belshaw)  
3. Is death bad for a cow? (Ben Bradley)  
4. Death and identity over time (Jeff McMahan)  
5. Animal interests (Steven Luper) 
6. The value of coming into existence (Nils Holtug) 

 
II.  Moral evaluation of killing animals  
    

7. Are animals replaceable? (Tatjana Višak)  
8. Animal welfare and killing animals (Shelly Kagan) 
9. A Kantian case for animal rights (Christine Korsgaard) 
10. Animal rights and killing animals (Frederike Kaldewaij)  

 
III.  The animal’s political right to life  

11. Welfare, rights, and non-ideal theory (Robert Garner)  
12. Specifying the Rights of Animals: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness? (Alasdair 

Cochrane)  
 

 (About 6,000 words per chapter, 4,000 words introduction, total about 100,000 words.) 
	  


